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RESULTS

Tables E1-E7 illustrate the distribution of the study population and the odds ratios (OR’s) of more than one period of wheeze within the last 12 months (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to selected adjustment variables and variables of special interest divided into seven subject-specific groups. The variables are adjusted for all adjustment variables except for the adjustment variables from the same subject specific group of variables. The only exception is that all results were adjusted for gender differences. A number of variables appear in a quite detailed manner (e.g. categorized as “none”, “mother only”, “father only”, “both parents”), in order to give a refined picture of the differences in risk. However, in the process of selecting adjustment variables and when used for adjustment, the number of categories were reduced whenever possible (e.g. none, mother or father).

Background variables

Table E1 shows the possible association between selected background variables and WH and RC. The risk of suffering from WH was found to be higher for boys (OR = 1.6, 95 percent confidence interval (CI): 1.3, 2.0) compared with girls and decreased with increasing maternal and paternal education and parental occupational level. Having a mother who lived alone was not associated with the child’s risk of WH. However, after backward elimination with all four significant variables included in the model, only gender (p<0.0001) and maternal education (p = 0.0001) remained significantly associated with WH (see table in print version). There was no association between RC and any of the studied background variables in Table E1.

Birth characteristics and breastfeeding

The risk of WH was significantly associated with gestational age (Table E2). Being born before week 39 or after week 41 was associated with an odds ratio of 1.8 (95 percent CI: 1.3, 2.4) and 1.4 (95 percent CI: 1.0, 1.9), respectively, compared to being born in gestational week 39-41. There was no significant association between WH and birth weight, caesarean vs. vaginal delivery, maternal age, having been breastfed or not, or length of exclusive breastfeeding (Table E2). Neither was there any association between RC and any of the study variables presented in Table E2.

Contact with other children

There was no association between WH or RC and age at day care entry, kindergarden attendance during the past year, or age of nearest sibling (Table E3). 

Parental history of asthma, atopic dermatitis/allergic rhinitis, and childhood bronchitis

Parental history of asthma was significantly associated with the risk of WH (p<0.0001). The odds ratio was 2.7 (95 percent CI: 1.8, 4.0) for maternal asthma only, 1.4 (95 percent CI: 0.8, 2.2) for paternal asthma only, and 9.9 (95 percent CI: 2.3, 50.6) when both parents were affected compared with no affected parents (Table E4). This association, however, could be further reduced, so the effect was found to be limited to a maternal history of asthma (OR = 2.2, 95 percent CI: 1.5, 3.3) compared with not having a maternal history of asthma when also being adjusted for the other significant variables in the table (see table in print version). Also a parental history of atopic dermatitis and/or allergic rhinitis increased the risk of WH (Table E4). The risk of WH for children having at least one parent with atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis was 1.4 (95 percent CI: 1.1, 1.8) compared to no such parents when also adjusted for maternal asthma and parental childhood bronchitis (see table in print version). A positive parental history of childhood bronchitis was likewise associated with an increased odds ratio of WH (Table E4). The odds ratio of WH was 2.1 (95 percent CI: 1.4, 3.3) compared to no such history after including adjustment for maternal asthma and parental atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis (see table in print version).

RC was not associated with a parental history of asthma, or parental atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis. However, a parental history of childhood bronchitis conferred a significantly increased risk of RC (Table E4). The odds ratio was 2.8 (95 percent CI: 1.4, 5.1) when at least one parent had had childhood bronchitis compared to no such parent when also adjusted for maternal asthma and parental atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis. 

Parental smoking

In order to acknowledge that many factors associated with smoking may be highly correlated, Table E4 presents the possible effects of parental smoking on WH and RC according to a large variety of measures of parental smoking, including time period of smoking (pregnancy, first and/or fifth year of life), maternal and/or paternal smoking, and total dose of cigarette equivalents smoked by the parents per day. 

As suspected the smoking variables were highly correlated and they all turned out to be significantly associated with the risk of WH (Table E5). When all the smoking variables were adjusted for each other and a stepwise elimination of insignificant variables was performed, the variable containing the most information regarding the risk of WH proved to be the number of parents currently smoking. The odds ratio associated with one and both parents currently smoking compared to no smoking parents was 1.1 (95 percent CI: 0.9, 1.5) and 2.0 (95 percent CI: 1.5, 2.6), respectively (p for trend <0.0001). Adjusting for this variable all other smoking variables became insignificant. 

Regarding RC, only the variable containing information on number of parental cigarette equivalents currently being smoked per day and the variable on number of parents currently smoking were significantly associated with the risk of RC (Table E5). As for WH, all other variables were insignificant when adjusting for number of parents currently smoking. The odds ratio of RC was 1.4 (95 percent CI: 1.0, 2.0) and 1.7 (95 percent CI: 1.1, 2.5), respectively, for one and both parents currently smoking compared to no smoking parents (p for trend = 0.01).

Housing condition

The risk of WH increased with decreasing standard of housing condition (p = 0.002), the odds ratio associated with reporting a medium or low standard of housing being 1.5 (95 percent CI: 1.2, 1.9) and 1.8 (95 percent CI: 1.0, 3.1), respectively, compared with a high standard (Table E6). Moisture in the living room during the fifth year only was found to be significantly associated with the risk of WH (OR = 1.7, 95 percent CI: 1.0, 2.9) compared to not having had moisture in neither first nor fifth year of life (Table E6), and having had wall-to-wall carpet in the living room during the child’s first year of life only was likewise associated with an increased risk of WH (OR = 1.5, 95 percent CI: 1.1, 2.0) compared to wall-to-wall carpet in neither first nor fifth year. However, neither association remained significant after adjusting also for standard of housing condition. There was no association between RC and any of the variables in Table E6.

Pets in household

Having had a dog or a cat in the household in the first and/or fifth year of life was not associated with WH or RC, while having had a furry pet other than a dog or cat in the household during the first year and not during the fifth year was associated with an increased risk of WH and RC (Table E7).
	TABLE E1. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to background variables in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	ALL
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%CI†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%CI
	p-value

	Gender
	Male
	1521
	252
	87
	1.6
	1.3, 2.0
	
	0.9
	0.7, 1.2
	

	
	Female
	1457
	176
	97
	1
	Ref
	<0.0001
	1
	Ref
	0.50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paternal

education
	No education
	272
	52
	13
	​1.2
	0.8, 1.7
	
	0.8
	0.4, 1.5
	

	
	<3 years
	518
	78
	42
	1
	Ref
	
	1.4
	0.9, 2.1
	

	
	3-4 years
	1302
	197
	72
	1.​0
	0.8, 1.4
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	>4 years
	677
	67
	41
	0.7
	0.5, 1.0
	0.04
	0.9
	0.6, 1.4
	0.27

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal

education
	No education
	312
	67
	23
	1.8
	1.3, 2.0
	
	1.3
	0.7, 2.1
	

	
	<3 years
	967
	165
	56
	1
	Ref
	
	0.9
	0.6, 1.4
	

	
	3-4 years
	1311
	156
	80
	1.5
	1.2, 2.0
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	>4 years
	357
	35
	24
	0.8
	0.6, 1.3
	<0.00​01
	0.9
	0.5, 1.5
	0.74

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mother living alone
	Yes
	201
	35
	14
	​1.0
	0.6, 1.4
	
	1.1
	0.6, 2.0
	

	
	No
	2771
	392
	170
	1
	Ref
	  0.80
	1
	Ref
	0.72

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental

occupation,

highest of
	Self-employ​ed
	420
	46
	26
	0.8
	0.5, 1.1
	
	1.0
	0.6, 1.6
	

	
	Official
	1934
	258
	116
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Skilled
	346
	59
	23
	1.1
	0.8, 1.5
	
	1.1
	0.7, 1.8
	

	
	Unskilled
	127
	31
	8
	1.8
	1.1, 2.8
	
	1.1
	0.4, 2.2
	

	
	Unemploy​ed/

             student
	129
	32
	10
	1.5
	0.9, 2.4
	0.02
	1.4
	0.6, 2.7
	0.94


“WH”, more than one period of wheeze in the last 12 months.

“Recurrent cough”, periods of cough lasting for more than one week occurring outside periods with colds.

“RC”, “recurrent cough” without “WH”.

*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, gestational age, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis, number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life and lowest standard of housing condition of 1st and 5th year.

†
CI, confidence interval.

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

	TABLE E2. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to birth characteristics and breast-feeding in 5 year old Danish children, 1998.

	
	All
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%C​I†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%C​I
	p-value

	Gestational age
	<week 38
	384
	82
	16
	1.8
	1.3, 2.4
	
	0.6
	0.3, 1.1
	

	
	Week 39-41
	2094
	264
	143
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	>week 42
	449
	77
	23
	1.4
	1.0, 1.9
	0.0002
	0.7
	0.4, 1.2
	0.12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Birth weight
	<5% (2540g)   
	132
	28
	7
	1.2
	0.7, 2.0
	
	0.9
	0.4, 2.1
	

	
	6-25% (3120​g)
	556
	81
	40
	0.9
	0.6, 1.3
	
	1.2
	0.7, 2.0
	

	
	26-50% (3480​g)
	664
	99
	53
	1.0
	0.7, 1.4
	
	1.3
	0.8, 2.1
	

	
	51-75% (3800​g)
	727
	90
	35
	0.8
	0.6, 1.1
	
	0.7
	0.4, 1.2
	

	
	76-95% (4300​g)
	549
	84
	30
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	>95% (4300g)
	135
	18
	6
	0.8
	0.4, 1.3
	0.45
	0.7
	0.2, 1.6
	0.1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Caesarean section
	Yes
	398
	71
	17
	1.3
	1.0, 1.7
	
	0.8
	0.4, 1.2
	

	
	No
	2538
	352
	159
	1
	Ref
	0.10
	1
	Ref
	0.27

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal age at

child​’s birth
	<21
	64
	14
	6
	1.0
	0.5, 1.9
	
	1.4
	0.5, 3.6
	

	
	21-25
	619
	99
	42
	1.0
	0.7, 1.3
	
	1.1
	0.7, 1.6
	

	
	26-30
	1336
	197
	84
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	31-35
	729
	88
	43
	0.9
	0.7, 1.2
	
	0.9
	0.6, 1.3
	

	
	>35
	218
	27
	9
	1.0
	0.6, 1.5
	0.94
	0.6
	0.3, 1.2
	0.54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Breastfeeding
	Yes
	2871
	409
	177
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	0.79

	
	No
	96
	17
	7
	1.1
	0.6-2.0
	0.73
	1.1
	0.4, 2.5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Breastfeeding,

exclusive
	No
	96
	17
	7
	1.2
	0.6, 2.1
	
	1.1
	0.4, 2.5
	

	
	<3 mths    
	988
	157
	60
	1.1
	0.9, 1.4
	
	1.0
	0.7, 1.4
	

	
	3-5 mths
	1663
	213
	103
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	6-8 mths
	117
	23
	11
	1.6
	0.9, 2.6
	
	1.8
	0.9, 3.3
	

	
	>9 mths
	20
	4
	1
	1.1
	0.3, 3.6
	0.54
	1.0
	0.1, 5.3
	0.60


*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis, number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life and lowest standard of housing condition of 1st and 5th year.

†
CI, confidence interval

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

	TABLE E3. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to contact to other children in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	
	All
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%CI†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%C​I
	p-value

	Age of child at 

daycare-entry
	1-6 mths
	1028
	140
	58
	1.1
	0.8, 1.4
	
	0.9
	0.6, 1.3
	

	
	7-2 mths
	10​88
	142
	73
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	13 mths-5y​ears
	842
	141
	52
	1.2
	0.9, 1.6
	0.33
	0.9
	0.6, 1.3
	0.84

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attending of kin​der​garden in last year
	Yes
	2886
	412
	178
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	No
	75
	12
	5
	1.1
	0.5, 2.0
	0.89
	1.0
	0.3, 2.5
	0.98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age of nearest sibling <15 years old
	None
	572
	89
	32
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	<1 year
	140
	17
	16
	0.7
	0.4, 1.3
	
	1.9
	0.9, 3.7
	

	
	1-2 years
	710
	85
	48
	0.8
	0.6, 1.2
	
	1.3
	0.8, 2.1
	

	
	3-6 years
	501
	67
	29
	0.8
	0.6, 1.2
	
	1.1
	0.6, 1.9
	

	
	7-8 years
	609
	91
	33
	1.1
	0.8, 1.6
	
	1.0
	0.6, 1.7
	

	
	9-14 years
	415
	71
	23
	1.2
	0.8, 1.7
	0.20
	1.0
	0.6, 1.9
	0.50


*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, gestational age, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis, number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life and lowest standard of housing condition of 1st and 5th year.

†
CI, confidence interval.

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

	TABLE E4. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to parental history of asthma, allergic disease and childhood bronchitis in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	All
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N*
	n
	n
	OR
	95%C​I‡
	p-value§
	OR
	95%C​I
	p-value

	Parental history​

Of asthma
	None
	2187
	283
	140
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Mother only
	154
	45
	5
	2.​7
	1.8, 4.0
	
	0.7
	0.2, 1.5
	

	
	Father only
	141
	22
	13
	1.4
	0.8, 2.2
	
	1.6
	0.8, 2.9
	

	
	Both parents
	9
	5
	1
	9.9
	2.3, 50.6
	<0.0001
	5.6
	0.3, 45.6
	0.21

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal history

of asthma
	No
	2328
	305
	153
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Yes
	163
	50
	6
	2.9
	1.9, 4.2
	<0.00​01
	0.8
	0.3, 1.6
	0.51

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental history​

of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis
	None
	1725
	219
	102
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Mother only
	354
	67
	23
	1.7
	1.3, 2.4
	
	1.2
	0.7, 2.0
	

	
	Father only
	323
	50
	26
	1.4
	0.9, 1.9
	
	1.6
	1.0, 2.5
	

	
	Both parents
	89
	19
	8
	2.6
	1.4, 4.4
	0.00​02
	1.6
	0.6, 3.5
	0.24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental history of

atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis
	No
	1725
	219
	102
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Yes
	766
	136
	57
	1.7
	1.3, 2.1
	<0.00​01
	1.4
	1.0, 2.0
	0.06

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental history​

of childhood

bronchitis
	None
	2358
	316
	143
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Mother only
	76
	23
	9
	3.​0
	1.7, 5.1
	
	2.8
	1.2, 5.9
	

	
	Father only
	53
	15
	7
	2.7
	1.3, 5.1
	
	2.7
	1.0, 6.3
	

	
	Both parents¶
	4
	1
	0
	
	
	<0.00​01
	
	
	0.01

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental history of childhood ​bron​chitis
	No
	2358
	316
	143
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Yes
	133
	39
	16
	2.7
	1.8, 4.2
	<0.000​1
	2.7
	1.4, 4.7
	0.004


*
A lack of information on variables in this table for 487 children was dealt with by inserting an indicator variable.

†
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, gestational age, number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life and lowest standard of housing condition of 1st and 5th year.

‡
CI, confidence interval.

§
P-values for homogeneity.

¶
Not included in the estimation due to small numbers.

	TABLE E5. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to parental smoking in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	ALL
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%C​I†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%CI
	p-value

	Maternal smoking during preg​nancy and 1st ye​ar of chil​d’s life
	None
	1864
	230
	103
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Pregnancy only
	42
	8
	2
	1.5
	0.6, 3.3
	
	1.1
	0.2, 3.7
	

	
	First year only
	133
	12
	8
	0.7
	0.4, 1.3
	
	1.0
	0.4, 2.0
	

	
	Both periods
	882
	168
	67
	1.5
	1.2, 1.9
	   0.002
	1.6
	1.1, 2.2
	0.​07

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal smoking in 1st and 5th year of

chil​d’s life
	None
	1765
	216
	98
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	First year only
	154
	21
	12
	1.2
	0.7, 1.9
	
	1.5
	0.8, 2.8
	

	
	Fifth year only
	145
	22
	7
	1.3
	0.8, 2.1
	
	1.0
	0.4, 2.0
	

	
	Both periods
	859
	160
	63
	1.5
	1.2, 1.9
	  0.02
	1.5
	1.0, 2.1
	0.13

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal or paternal smoking in 1st ye​ar of chil​d’s life
	None
	1384
	151
	74
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Mother only
	398
	65
	28
	1.5
	1.0, 2.0
	
	1.4
	0.9, 2.3
	

	
	Father only
	522
	86
	31
	1.7
	1.2, 2.3
	
	1.3
	0.8, 1.9
	

	
	Both parents
	619
	116
	47
	1.8
	1.3, 2.4
	  0.0001
	1.7
	1.1, 2.5
	0.08

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maternal or paternal smoking in 5th year 

Of chil​d’s life
	None
	1487
	176
	80
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	Mother only
	428
	59
	28
	1.1
	0.8, 1.5
	
	1.2
	0.8, 2.0
	

	
	Father only
	430
	60
	30
	1.2
	0.9, 1.7
	
	1.5
	1.0, 2.3
	

	
	Both parents
	570
	123
	41
	2.0
	1.5, 2.6
	<0.0001
	1.7
	1.1, 2.5
	0.07

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental ci​garette equi​valent /day 

in 1st year of

child’s life
	0
	1371
	150
	71
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	1-9
	226
	42
	14
	1.8
	1.2, 2.6
	
	1.3
	0.7, 2.3
	

	
	10-19
	439
	65
	30
	1.4
	1.0, 2.0
	
	1.4
	0.9, 2.2
	

	
	>20
	873
	161
	64
	1.8
	1.4, 2.3
	<0.00​01
	1.6
	1.1, 2.4
	0.08

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental ci​garette equi​valent /day 

in 5th year of

child’s life
	0
	1476
	175
	77
	1 
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	1-9
	202
	30
	13
	1.2
	0.8, 1.9
	
	1.3
	0.7, 2.5
	

	
	10-19
	409
	58
	26
	1.2
	0.8, 1.6
	
	1.3
	0.8, 2.0
	

	
	>20
	819
	155
	63
	1.7
	1.3, 2.1
	  0.003
	1.8
	1.2, 2.6
	0.02

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life​
	None
	1487
	176
	80
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	One
	858
	119
	58
	1.1
	0.9, 1.5
	
	1.4
	1.0, 2.0
	

	
	Both
	570
	123
	41
	2.0
	1.5, 2.6
	<0.0001
	1.7
	1.1, 2.5
	0.04

	
	Trend§
	
	
	
	38%
	20%,59%
	<0.0001
	31%
	6%,60%
	0.01


*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, gestational age, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis and lowest standard of housing condition of 1st and 5th year.

†
CI, confidence interval.

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

§
The relative increase in risk per increase in number of parents smoking.


	TABLE E6. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to background variables in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	All
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%CI†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%CI
	p-value

	Lowest standard of housing condition of first and fifth year
	Low
	83
	23
	3
	1.8
	1.0, 3.1
	
	0.7
	0.2, 1.8
	

	
	Medium
	672
	127
	41
	1.5
	1.2, 1.9
	
	1.0
	0.7, 1.4
	

	
	High
	2185
	271
	135
	1
	Ref
	0.002
	1
	Ref
	0.75

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Moisture in livingroom 

in first and/​or 

fifth year
	No
	2665
	362
	162
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	First year Only
	135
	24
	9
	1.2
	0.7, 1.9
	
	1.0
	0.4, 2.0
	

	
	Fifth year Only
	92
	22
	7
	1.7
	1.0, 2.9
	
	1.5
	0.6, 3.1
	

	
	Both years
	47
	11
	2
	1.7
	0.8, 3.4
	0.13
	0.9
	0.1, 2.9
	0.​82

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wall to wall carpet in living room in first and/​or fifth year
	No
	1319
	155
	80
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	First year only
	483
	88
	26
	1.5
	1.1, 2.0
	
	0.9
	0.6, 1.5
	

	
	Fifth year only
	190
	28
	19
	0.9
	0.6, 1.5
	
	1.7
	1.0, 3.0
	

	
	Both years
	961
	153
	57
	1.2
	0.9, 1.6
	0.07
	1.0
	0.7, 1.5
	0​.2


*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, gestational age, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis and number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life.

†
CI, confidence interval.

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

	TABLE E7. Adjusted odds ratios for wheeze (WH) and recurrent cough without WH (RC) according to pets in household in 5-year-old Danish children, 1998.

	
	All
	WH
	RC
	WH
	RC

	
	N
	n
	n
	OR*
	95%C​I†
	p-value‡
	OR
	95%C​I
	p-value

	Dog or cat in 

household in first 

and/​or fifth year
	No
	1604
	227
	96
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	First year only
	334
	57
	19
	1.0
	0.7, 1.4
	
	1.0
	0.6, 1.7
	

	
	Fifth year only
	277
	36
	21
	0.9
	0.6, 1.3
	
	1.4
	0.8, 2.3
	

	
	Both years
	728
	103
	46
	0.9
	0.7, 1.2
	0.82
	1.1
	0.8, 1.7
	0.65

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other furry pet in household in first and/ or fifth year§
	No
	2540
	368
	153
	1
	Ref
	
	1
	Ref
	

	
	First year only
	56
	14
	8
	2.2
	1.1, 4.2
	
	3.5
	1.5, 7.4
	

	
	Fifth year only
	269
	27
	18
	0.7
	0.4, 1.0
	
	1.1
	0.6, 1.8
	

	
	Both years
	59
	11
	3
	1.1
	0.5, 2.3
	0.03
	0.6
	0.1, 2.0
	0.048


*
OR, odds ratio. The variables in the table are adjusted for differences according to gender, maternal education, gestational age, maternal history of asthma, parental history of atopic dermatitis or allergic rhinitis, parental history of childhood bronchitis, number of paren​ts smo​king in 5th year of chil​d’s life and housing condition in first or fifth year of life.

†
CI, confidence interval.

‡
P-values for homogeneity.

§
Other furry pet: rabbit, guinea pig, hamster and horse.
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