For egg-laying species with little or no parental care, the maternal choice of nest-site can have significant consequences for their offspring.  In many reptiles, the environment within the nest can affect not only embryo survival, but also the size and survival of offspring.  Therefore, natural selection should favor maternal nesting behaviors that enhance embryo development and the quality of hatchlings. Our two part experiment tested this hypothesis by first presenting gravid female lizards with a choice of nest sites that varied in moisture level. After females had chosen a nest site and laid eggs, eggs were incubated at a moisture level chosen at random from the levels available to the nesting females. We showed that females strongly preferred nest sites with high moisture levels and that these same moisture levels resulted in high hatching success as well as large hatchling size and overall increased survival.  Our results highlight the importance of examining multiple life-history stages when attempting to evaluate the fitness consequences of a maternal nesting behavior. 
