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It is Time to Address Airborne Transmission of COVID-19 
 

Understanding the transmission of respiratory infections indoors requires expertise in many distinctly 
different areas of science and engineering, including virology, aerosol physics, flow dynamics, 
exposure and epidemiology, medicine, and building engineering, to name the most significant. No one 
person has expertise in all these areas. However, collectively, the community of the signatories to the 
Comment understands the characteristics and mechanisms behind the generation of respiratory 
microdroplets, survival of viruses in the microdroplets, transport of the microdroplets and human 
exposure to them, and the airflow patterns that carry microdroplets in buildings. We have dedicated our 
careers working in this multidisciplinary field, and our statement stems from our collective expertise 
spanning the entire field. 
 
The signatories listed on the first two pages contributed to the writing of this commentary, and all the 
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