Search strategy

Systematic searching of the literature was conducted between 29th June and 3rd July 2009 via the electronic database platform OvidSP. The breadth of the databases chosen is a reflection of the view that studies about built environment and exercise would potentially be published in places other than the standard medical literature. The following databases and other sites were therefore included in the search strategy for the dates specified:

MEDLINE 1950-2009

EMBASE 1980-2009

HMIC to July 2009
CINAHL 1982-2009

Cochrane library

Centre for Reviews and Dissemination

National Research Register 

Campbell collaboration
UK Transport database (Pre 1988-2009)
In addition to this, web site searching was undertaken of the following:

SUSTRANS

Department for Transport
National Institute for Health and Clinical Effectiveness (NICE)
Relevant MeSH terms (Medline, Cochrane) and Emtree (EMBASE) were used where possible and terms were truncated to allow broader searching where necessary. Boolean operators AND / OR were used to narrow searches.

The following MeSH terms were used:

‘Environment design’

‘Transportation’

‘Bicycling’

‘City planning’

‘Exercise’

Other terms used in relevant websites where the MeSH terms yielded no results:

CRD: ‘Cycling’ ‘Environment’ ‘Exercise’

NRR: ‘Bicycling’ ‘Environment’ ‘cycling’

Department for Transport: ‘cycle’ ‘cycling’ ‘bicycle’ ‘bicycling’ ‘urban planning’ ‘environment’ ‘health’ ‘accessible and inclusive transport’

Example search strategy:

Ovid Medline 1950 - June 2009

Search conducted Wed 1st July 2009

	Searches
	Results

	1. Environment Design/
	2077

	2. Transportation/
	4472

	3. Bicycling/
	5153

	4. City Planning/
	1144

	5. Exercise/
	47370

	6. 1 AND 3
	52

	7. from 6 keep 2-4,6,10
	5

	8. from 7 keep 2-5
	4

	9. from 8 keep 4
	1

	10. 3 AND 4
	17

	11. from 10 keep 2
	1

	12. 2 AND 3
	89

	13. from 12 keep 1,3,5-6,8,10,15,23,55
	9

	14. from 13 keep 2-9
	8

	15. 3 OR 5
	51473

	16. 4 OR 1
	3066

	17. 16 AND 15
	193

	18. from 17 keep 2,4,6,9-13,15,19,27,32,44,131
	14

	19. from 18 keep 1-14
	14


