Supplemental Table 1: Education classification and occupation-based social classification schemes
	Survey
	Education category
	Social class category

	Scottish Health Survey
	1. First degree / Higher degree / Professional qualifications
	1. Professional / Intermediate

	
	2. GSVQ / SVQ level 1 or 2 / Scotvec / O grade / Standard grade / GCSE / CSE / School leaving certificate / NNQ Access Unit / City and Guilds / GSVQ advanced / SQV lev 3 / ONC, OND / Higher grade / A level / CSYS / HNC / HND / SQV level 4 or 5
	2. Skilled non-manual / Skilled manual / Armed Forces

	
	3. No qualifications
	3. Partly Skilled / Unskilled / 

	Health Survey for England
	1. NVQ4 /NVQ5/ Degree or equivalent
	1. Professional / Managerial technical

	
	2. Foreign /other / NVQ1 / CSE other grade equivalent / NVQ2 / GCE O Level equivalent / NVQ3 / GCE A Level equivalent / Higher education below degree / full-time student
	2. Skilled non-manual / Skilled manual / Armed Forces

	
	3. No qualifications
	3. Semi-skilled manual / Unskilled manual

	Northern Ireland Health and Wellbeing Survey*
	1. Degree Level or Higher / Degree/degree equivalent and above
	1. Higher managerial and professional / Lower managerial and professional

	
	2. Higher Education / A GCE Level / GCSE A-C or equivalent / GCSE D-G or equivalent / Other Qualifications
	2. Intermediate / Lower supervisory and technical

	
	3. No qualifications
	3. Semi-routine / Routine / Intermediate / Routine and manual

	Survey on Lifestyle And Nutrition
	1. Complete third level education
	1. Managerial and professional 

	
	2. Complete secondary education / Some third level education 
	2. Intermediate 

	
	3. No schooling / Primary school education only / Some secondary education
	3. Routine and manual 

	Welsh Health Survey
	1. Degree / Degree equivalent and above
	1. Professional / Intermediate

	
	2. Other qualifications
	2. Skilled non-manual / Skilled manual

	
	3. No qualifications
	3. Partly Skilled / Unskilled

	Health Survey for Scania
	1. University less than 3 years / University more than 3 years
	1. Higher white collar / Middle white collar

	
	2. Realsskola or girls school / 3-4 year gymnasium 
	2. Lower white collar / Specialist knowledge / Self-employed and farmers

	
	3. Elementary school / 2-year gymnasium or vocational school
	3. Non specialist knowledge 

	Stockholm Public Health Survey
	1. University
	1. High grade non-manual / Medium grade non-manual

	
	2. 2 year secondary school (years 10-11) / Grammar school (years 10-12)
	2. Low grade non-manual / Skilled manual / Farmers / Self-employed

	
	3. Compulsory school / Vocational school (after compulsory) / Technical school
	3. Unskilled manual 

	The Oslo Health Study
	1. University and college, bachelor (less than 16 years) / University and college (more than 16 years) / PhD
	1. Higher service class / Lower service class

	
	2. Upper secondary, final education / Qualification for A-level (12 years)
	2. Routine non-manual / Skilled manual / Self-employed 

	
	3. No education / Primary school (up to 6 years) / O-level (9 years) / A-level, basic (10 years)
	3. Unskilled manual 

	Health Behaviour among the Finnish Adult Population Survey
	1. 15 or more years
	-

	
	2. 10-14 years
	

	
	3. 2-9 years
	

	Health Interview Survey Belgium
	1. Higher education / Non university (4 years or more) / University
	1. Senior officials and managers / Professionals / Technicians and associate professionals

	
	2. Lower secondary / Higher secondary / Higher (up to and including Higher education, non university (2-3 years))
	2. Clerks / Service, shop and market sales / Skilled agricultural and fishery / Craft and related trades

	
	3. No or primary diploma
	3. Plant and machine operators and assemblers / Elementary occupations

	Spanish Health National Survey
	1. First stage of tertiary education (graduate) / Second stage of tertiary education (post graduate)
	1. Managerial and professional / Intermediate technical

	
	2. Lower secondary, or second stage of basic education / Upper secondary education / Non-tertiary education
	2. Skilled manual / Self-employed and service

	
	3. Pre primary education or no education / Primary education, or first stage of basic education
	3. Semi-skilled and unskilled manual 

	German Telephone Health Survey
	-
	1. Senior professionals / Intermediate professionals / Senior management / Skilled civil servants / Intermediate civil servants

	
	
	2. Skilled clerical / Routine clerical / Industry foremen / Blue collar line managers, firemen / Service workers / Skilled blue collar / Self-employed

	
	
	3. Semi-skilled blue collar / Unskilled blue collar


Education data unavailable for the German Telephone Health Survey; * 2005 only for occupation data; Occupation data unavailable for Health Behaviour among the Finnish Adult Population Survey

Supplemental Table 2: Questionnaire wording for self-reported health outcome data items

	Survey
	Self-rated health
	Long standing illnessa
	Acute sicknessa

	Scottish Health Survey
	“How is your health in general? Would you say it was”b

	“Do you have any long-standing illness, disability or infirmity? By long-standing I mean anything that has troubled you over a period of time, or that is likely to affect you over a period of time?”
	“Now I'd like you to think about the two weeks ending yesterday. During those two weeks did you have to cut down on any of the things you usually do about the house or at (school/work) or in your free time because of (a condition you have just told me about or some other) illness or injury?”

	Health Survey for England
	“How is your health in general? Would you say it was”b
	“Do you have any long-standing illness, disability or infirmity? By long-standing I mean anything

that has troubled you over a period of time, or that is likely to affect you over a period of time?”
	“Now I'd like you to think about the two weeks ending yesterday. During those two weeks did you

have to cut down on any of the things you usually do about the house or at school/work/or in your

free time because of a condition you have just told me about or some other illness or injury?”

	Northern Ireland Health and Wellbeing Survey
	c
	“Do you have any long-standing illness, disability or infirmity? By longstanding I mean anything that has troubled you over a period of time or that is likely to affect you over a period of time?”
	“Now I'd like you to think about the two weeks ending yesterday.

During those two weeks, did you have to cut down on any of the things you usually do (about the house or at work or in your free time) because of some long-standing illness or some other illness or injury?”

	Health Survey for Scania
	“How do you assess your present state of health in general?”b
	“Do you have any long-term disease, difficulties after an accident, any from of disability or other weaknesses?”
	“Have you during the previous 14 days due to illness, injury or other  complaint been prevented to do your daily chores?”

	Stockholm Public Health Survey
	“How is your health in general? Would you say it was”b
	Do you have any longstanding illness, difficulties after an accident, disability or other weaknesses
	-

	Health Behaviour among the Finnish Adult Population Survey
	“Do you rate your present state of health generally as:”
	-
	-

	Health Interview Survey Belgium
	“How is your health in general?”b
	Do you suffer from one or more longstanding illnesses, chronic conditions or handicaps?
	-

	Spanish Health National Survey
	“In the last twelve months, has your state of health been:”
	-
	-

	German Telephone Health Survey
	“How is the state of your health in general?”
	“Do you suffer from one or several chronic illnesses or health problems?  Chronic illnesses are continuous or recurring diseases e.g. allergy, arthritis, diabetes”
	-


a Responses: ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; b Responses: “Very good”, “Good”, “Fair”, “Bad” or “Very bad” except Health Behaviour among the Finnish Adult Population Survey (“Good”, “Reasonably good”, “Average”, “Rather poor” or “Poor”), Spanish Health National Survey (“Not very good” instead of “Fair”) and German Telephone Health Survey (Average instead of “Fair”); c Three choice answer in the Northern Ireland Health and Wellbeing Survey; The Oslo Health Study question was a four choice answer; Self-rated health groupings for Survey on Lifestyle And Nutrition Survey were “excellent”, “very good”, “good”, “fair” and “poor” - none of these were used for analyses.
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