Invitation letter
F.A.W.M. Derksen		Prof. Dr. J.M. Bensing 	        Prof. Dr. A.L.M. Lagro-Janssen    
General Practitioner np	Health psychology 	  	ELG, Gender/Women’s Health           Radboudumc		 	NIVEL 			 	 Radboudumc                    
Nijmegen 			Utrecht 			  Nijmegen

   Nijmegen, [date]
[Name and address of addressee] 
Subject: invitation to participate in scientific research

Dear colleague,
Communication with the patient is one of the pillars of general practice. For the purposes of scientific research, I am investigating to what degree GPs use empathy in their communication with the patient and how much value they attach to empathy. 
Having worked as a GP for 35 years before my retirement a few years ago, I am now doing this research, together with Ms A.L.M. Lagro-Janssen, professor of Gender Studies at the medical faculty of the Radboudumc in Nijmegen, and Ms J.M. Bensing, professor of Healthcare Communication at the NIVEL institute. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The current part of my research focusses on the General Practitioner (other parts focus on the patient). I am interested in how you personally define, value and experience the use of empathy in communicating with your patients. It is a qualitative study, which means that it is not about numbers and statistics, but about individual views and opinions. I have therefore chosen the face-to-face interview as the most effective way to gain the information I am looking for. As this is a doctoral research, I hope that the results of my study will have an effect on patient-GP communication.
In order to find potential participants for this study, we have taken a heterogeneous sample from NIVEL data, taking into account aspects such as sex and age of the GP, type of practice and whether it is in a rural or urban area. Your data came up in this sample.
I very much hope you will agree to participate. The interview will last for about an hour, and we will of course take into account your wishes in planning a time and location for the interview. 
If you are prepared to take part in this study, I hereby kindly invite you to send a confirmatory e-mail to: huisarts.empathie@gmail.com. I will then get in touch with you to set a date for the interview.
If you do not want to participate, I would very much appreciate it if, in the interest of my research, you would be so kind as to use the aforementioned e-mail address to give your reasons for declining.  
Many thanks in advance, with fraternal greetings,

Frans Derksen

