ONLINE APPENDIX

Focus Group Questions -- Drivers
A. Opening (there are many traffic safety issues related to younger drivers, but today we’re focusing on older drivers)
B. Introductory (get them to speak first about the benefits of driving, or what they enjoy)

a. Have you ever talked to an older driver about his or her driving ability, such as a parent, friend or other relative? (if so, describe in detail)

i. Describe why you felt it needed to be discussed
ii. How did you bring up the topic? 
iii. What was the driver’s reaction? What was the outcome?
iv. How could this experience have been made better (if this is a negative experience)?

v. What, if any, communications tools or resources did you have available to help (such as advice from a doctor, website, or seniors’ group)?

C. Transition

a. What are some of the things you think about when you consider your own driving? (i.e. retraining, assessments, current ability, developing problems in the future, alternative transportation)

D. Key (this section is about personal wishes about driving discussions)
a. In the last few years, has anyone (a friend, family member, or physician) talked to you about your driving ability? (ask for detailed description)

i.  What went through your mind during this time?

ii. Do you feel like it was the right person to talk to you about? If not, who do you think should bring it up to you? Should it be a family member? A physician?

b.  Have you talked with anyone about your wishes if your driving skills decline? If so, who?

c. If a doctor talked to you about setting a plan for when your driving abilities decline in the future (Advance Driving Directive), what would you think? 

i. If you filled out an Advanced Driving Directive, what would it mean to you?

ii. Where would it be best to keep an Advanced Driving Directive?

iii. At what age do you think discussions about Advanced Driving Directives should begin?

d. Brief screening tools for older drivers usually use a combination of questions and simple paper or computer tests to identify drivers who could benefit from additional evaluation. If a doctor or other medical provider performed a brief driver screening test on you, what would you think?

i. Would your response change depending on whether the provider was a nurse or physician, or whether you knew the provider well?

ii. Would you trust the screening results?

e. Comprehensive driving evaluations typically include a behind-the-wheel test. If a doctor recommended you undergo a comprehensive driving evaluation, what would you think?
i. Would your response change depending on whether the provider was a nurse or physician, or whether you knew the provider well?

ii. How much money would you be willing to spend?

f. How have the experiences of yourself, family and friends influenced your own plans?

i. What is the role of the family member to counsel older drivers?
ii. What is the role of the physician to counsel older drivers?
iii. What, if any, communications or cultural tools or resources do you think would make this process of discussing driving better?
iv. What, if any, resources do you think would make this process of screening and assessing older drivers better?
g. Do you have any other thoughts on the subject that you would like to share?
Focus Group Questions -- Physicians
A. Opening (there are many traffic safety issues related to younger drivers, but today we’re focusing on older drivers)
B. Introductory 

a. Please describe a recent experience you had when you talked to an older patient about his or her driving ability; this could include using brief driver screening tools or referring a driver for more testing.

i. What are the barriers or problems related to discussing driving with older patients?
ii. How could this experience be made better?

iii. What is the role of the family member to counsel older drivers?
iv. What is the role of the physician to counsel older drivers?
C. Transition

a. Please describe a recent experience you had when you talked to an older patient about creating an advance directive.

i. What are the barriers or problems related to discussing advance directives with older patients?
ii. How could this experience be made better?

D. Key (this section is about personal opinions about driving discussions and tiered older driver evaluations)
a. What do you think about talking with a patient about setting a plan for when his or her driving abilities decline in the future (Advance Driving Directive)? 

i. What is the role of the family member to counsel older drivers?

ii. What is the role of the physician to counsel older drivers?

iii. At what age do you think discussions about Advanced Driving Directives should begin?

iv. What, if any, communications or cultural tools or resources do you think would make this process of discussing driving better? 

v. Where would it be best to keep an Advanced Driving Directive?

b. Brief screening tools for older drivers usually use a combination of questions and simple paper or computer tests to identify drivers who need additional evaluation. What do you think about the utility of or need for brief driver screening tools for providers?
i. Would your response change depending on the type of provider (nurse, physician, or other provider?)

ii. Would you trust the screening results?

iii. What are factors that make screening easier or more useful?

iv. What are factors that make screening harder or less useful?

h. Comprehensive driving evaluations typically include a behind-the-wheel test by a specialist. What do you think about the utility of comprehensive driving evaluations?
i. How much money do you think a patient would be willing to spend?

ii. What are factors that make using these programs easier or more useful?

iii. What are factors that make using these programs harder or less useful?

i. “Tiered older driver assessment” involves widespread brief screening with referral of those who fail the screening for a comprehensive evaluation.

i. What do you think about the idea of widespread (or universal) driver screening of older patients in the clinic?

ii. Do you think patients would like it or follow the recommendations?

iii. How do you think this would be best integrated into clinical care? (e.g., self-screening, or screening by a nurse, or screening by a physician)

E. Summary

a. What, if any, communications or cultural tools or resources do you think would make this process of discussing driving with older patients better?
b. Do you have any other thoughts on the subject that you would like to share?
