	Cluster
	Pairs (n) 
	Time between index and second
(years)
	Pairs with exactly the same population  (n, %)
	Details for pairs with slightly different population

	Coronary artery disease (stents)
	11
	1 (0.5 ; 6) †
	9 (81 %)
	Divergent pair 1: Subgroup of diabetic patients 
Divergent pair 2: subgroup of ST + patients

	Rheumatoid arthritis               
	9
	3 (1 ; 4) †
	6 (67 %)
	For the 3 divergent pairs: Subgroup of patients non naive of DMARD

	Atrial fibrillation       
	5
	1 (1 ; 7) †
	5 (100 %)
	 .

	Chron Disease          
	2
	0 and 0
	1 (50 %)
	Divergent pair: Subgroup of patients with surgery

	Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
	2
	0 and 5
	2 (100 %)
	 .

	Type 2 diabetes
	2
	2 and 3
	2 (100 %)
	 .

	Ankylosing spondylitis
	1
	2
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Antifungal prophylaxis in liver transplantation
	1
	8
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Cardiovascular prevention
	1
	2
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Coronary artery disease (drugs)
	1
	0
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Hepatitis C 
	1
	0
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Neuropathic Pain
	1
	4
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Obesity                      
	1
	1
	0 (0 %)
	Divergent pair: Subgroup of primary care studies

	Osteoporosis
	1
	3
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Ulcerative colitis
	1
	0
	1 (100 %)
	 .

	Total
	40
	1.5 (1 ; 4) †
	33 (83 %)
	 .



e-table 1: Description of the 40 pairs. The description is presented by cluster. † data are summarised with median and interquartile range. 

e-table 2: Detail of the 28 studies of the rheumatoid arthritis cluster (3 pages)
	PMID
	Publication year
	Network geometry
	Funding
	Outcomes
	Population
	Number of partcipants
	Number of nodes
	Number of studies

	25435923
	2014
	Network no direct
	No grant
	ACR50
	Not naïve
	2846
	5
	7

	25244021
	2014
	Network at least one loop
	Non-profit funding sources
	Radiographic erosion score
	Both naive and not naive
	12171
	7
	39

	25068763
	2014
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	6357
	6
	24

	24988902
	2014
	Network no direct
	Company/Biotech
	HAQ-DI, Pain, PGA, SF36, and fatigue.
	Not naive
	6477
	8
	17

	24832836
	2014
	Network at least one loop
	Company/Biotech
	ACR20, 50
	Both naive and not naive
	15044
	10
	34

	24480452
	2014
	Network no direct
	No mention
	HAQ
	Both naive and not naive separately
	12301
	9
	28

	24332807
	2014
	Network no direct
	No mention
	Radiographic progression
	Both naive and not naive separately
	6389
	8
	14

	23745516
	2013
	Network at least one loop
	Company/Biotech
	ACR20, 50, or 70, DAS
	Not naive
	7345
	3
	15

	23269860
	2012
	Network at least one loop
	Company/Biotech
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	9326
	10
	37

	23092868
	2012
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	Withdrawal for lack of efficacy
	Both naive and not naive
	20578
	10
	44

	22859920
	2012
	Indirect but failed
	No grant
	Radiographic progression
	Both naive and not naive
	
	
	12

	22696776
	2012
	Network at least one loop
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR20, 50, or 70, Withdrawals
	Not naive
	10965
	9
	30

	22505698
	2012
	Network at least one loop
	Company/Biotech
	HAQ, ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	3762
	7
	11

	22151924
	2011
	Network at least one loop
	Company/Biotech
	HAQ, ACR-50 and Remission (DAS28 < 2.6)
	Not naive
	5628
	9
	16

	21960560
	2012
	Network no direct
	No mention
	HAQ, ACR20, 50
	Not naive
	6566
	6
	16

	21848493
	2011
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	10941
	10
	27

	21831256
	2012
	Network no direct
	No mention
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	3267
	8
	10

	21239748
	2011
	Network no direct
	Company/Biotech
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	7158
	8
	19

	21182357
	2011
	Network no direct
	No mention
	ACR50
	Both naive and not naive
	15411
	10
	28

	21097801
	2011
	Network no direct
	No grant
	ACR50
	Not naive
	6138
	5
	20

	20223500
	2010
	Network no direct
	Company/Biotech
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	10419
	5
	18

	20054439
	2009
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR 50
	Both naive and not naive
	7614
	5
	22

	19884297
	2009
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR50
	Both naive and not naive
	7643
	7
	27

	17943257
	2008
	Network no direct
	No mention
	ACR20, 50, or 70, Withdrawals due to lack of efficacy
	Not naive
	1040
	4
	3

	17478472
	2007
	Network no direct
	No grant
	ACR20, 50
	Both naive and not naive
	6994
	5
	13

	17225293
	2006
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR20, 50
	Not naive
	5248
	5
	17

	15130461
	2004
	Network no direct
	Non-profit funding sources
	ACR20
	Not naive
	 
	3
	4

	14532140
	2003
	Network no direct
	No mention
	ACR20, 50, or 70
	Not naive
	1053
	4
	4
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e-figure 1: Overview of study conduct
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e-Figure 2: A: Cumulative number of NMA publications in the rheumatoid arthritis topic
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e-figure 3: Number of nodes per meta-analysis as a function of years (the regression line and its 95 % confidence interval are obtained through locally weighted regression)	


[image: ]
e-figure 4: Completeness of NMAs in terms of references, in comparison with all available references 1/ the year the NMA was published and 2/ 2 years before publication of the NMA.
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Of these, 202 were retained (title and abstract) and 157 excluded studies after considering the full text.
Secondary publications: 81
Comparison is not relevant: 30
Comparisons of dosages: 12
Only safety: 8
Continuation design: 7
Pharmacokinetic/pharmacodynamics: 5
Not available (or language): 5
Published after 2014: 3
Children: 2
Very short term studies:2
Not RA: 1
Protocol:1

45 additional studies were retained for the graph. THE PMIDs ARE HERE: 
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+ 2 additional studies retrieved by cross checking this search with a previous search of CT.gov
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