Supplementary table
	Calendar year
	Inclusion
	Total observed patients
	RF positive (%)
	Female (%)
	Age in years (mean(sd))
	Disease duration in years
(mean(sd))
	Symptom onset in months (median+ interquartal range)

	1989
	30
	164
	65%
	79%
	56 (15)
	1.8 (1.8)
	8 (5-19)

	1990
	19
	172
	65%
	79%
	57(14)
	2.6 (2.0)
	11 (6-21)

	1991
	25
	193
	64%
	77%
	57 (14)
	3.0 (2.2)
	5 (4-11)

	1992
	33
	236
	64%
	76%
	57 (14)
	3.2 (2.6)
	4 (3-8)

	1993
	34
	271
	64%
	80%
	58 (14)
	3.4 (2.8)
	5 (2-8)

	1994
	51
	332
	63%
	80%
	57 (14)
	3.5 (3.1)
	7 (3-14)

	1995
	37
	368
	62%
	79%
	58 (14
	3.9 (3.3)
	5 (2-11)

	1996
	38
	398
	63%
	80%
	58 (14)
	4.3 (3.5)
	7 (4-13)

	1997
	58
	443
	65%
	79%
	58 (14)
	4.5 (3.8)
	7 (3-16)

	1998
	49
	478
	64%
	79%
	58 (14)
	4.9 (4.0)
	5 (3-12)

	1999
	56
	517
	65%
	79%
	59 (14)
	5.1 (4.2)
	6 (3-13)

	2000
	47
	538
	66%
	78%
	59 (14)
	5.6 (4.4)
	6 (3-8)

	2001
	38
	551
	67%
	77%
	59 (13)
	6.1 (4.6)
	6 (2-18)

	2002
	39
	571
	66%
	77%
	59 (14)
	6.6 (4.8)
	7 (4-13)

	2003
	52
	595
	67%
	76%
	59 (13)
	6.9 (5.1)
	5 (3-13)

	2004
	61
	634
	66%
	76%
	60 (13)
	7.0 (5.4)
	7 (3-19)

	2005
	57
	654
	67%
	75%
	60 (13)
	7.1 (5.5)
	6 (3-17)

	2006
	44
	686
	67%
	75%
	61 (13)
	7.5 (5.7)
	7 (3-13)

	2007
	56
	724
	66%
	75%
	61 (13)
	7.7 (5.9)
	3 (2-7)

	2008
	62
	780
	64%
	75%
	61 (13)
	7.9 (6.1)
	6 (2-12)
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