Standard Clinical Observational Criteria and Terms

GENERAL

Unremarkable: Animals appear normal 

Diarrhea: Increased frequency and/or watery or soft stools 

Eye Abnormality: Opacity, exophthalmia,  

Nasal/Eye Discharge: Abnormal secretions and/or crusting 

Pallor: Paleness or absence of normal color of skin 

Prolapse: Protrusion of intestine from anus or uterus/vagina from the vulva 

Ruffled Fur: Unkempt appearance; ungroomed 

Thin: Emaciated, loss of weight, gaunt appearance 

Moribund: Requiring euthanasia

Dead: Found dead

BEHAVIOR

Abnormal Breathing: Dyspnea, rales (from congestion in lungs), tachypnea 

Ataxia: Swaying, lurching, rocking, stumbling, locomotion with falling or stumbling 

Clonic Seizures: Repetitive contractions and relaxations of muscle groups - not rhythmical as in tremors, can include repetitive movements of mouth/jaw, myoclonic jerks 

Excitability: Animal is irritated by removal from cage, tense, over-excited, aggressive, squirming, twisting, biting 

Hindlimb Splay: Uncoordinated placement of hindlimbs, splay 

Hyperactivity: Animal is moving about the cage rapidly (jumping, running, circling). Abnormal, excessive activity, frantic behavior 

Head Tilt: Abnormal twist of head or neck 

Impaired Gait: Walks on tiptoes, crawling, forelimbs altered 

Lethargic: Sluggish behavior, stupor, comatose, hypoactive, prostrate, hunched 

Paralysis Loss of voluntary muscle movement in legs or tail 

Tonic Seizures: Prolonged contractions/relaxations of muscles identified by extension of rigid limbs, head/back arched back, explosive jumps, severe seizures and convulsions 

Tremors: Moderate, coarse movements to whole body tremors 

LESIONS

Mass: (head, appendage, torso/dorsal, torso/lateral, torso/ventral): Abnormal tissue enlargement, solid swelling, tumor 

Ulcer/Abscess: Interruption of skin with an inflamed base, also includes sore, wound, erosion 

Irritation at site of application: Inflamed, reddened or raw appearance; crusty exudate 

Thickened at site of application: Increased thickness of skin without ulceration 

Ulcer at site of application: Interruption of skin with an inflamed base, also includes sores, wound, erosion, pustule sores and abscesses. 
Supplementary Table 1
Diaz et. al.

